ACT VS. SAT:
WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW?
The ACT is published and overseen by ACT (American College Testing). The SAT (Scholastic Aptitude or Scholastic Assessment Test) is published and overseen by The College Board. Both companies offer additional resources to help students prepare for and succeed in college. Check out their websites (below) for lots of helpful information. Almost all colleges and universities accept either the ACT or SAT, so you do not necessarily have to take both tests, although many students choose to do so. Check with the college or university of your choice re: whether they require or prefer one of the two tests over the other.
	ACT
	SAT

	Length
	3 hours, 25 minutes (includes
30-minute optional writing test — check with colleges to see if
required)
	3 hours, 45 minutes

	Sections
	4 Test Sections (5 with
optional Essay): English,
Math, Reading, Science,
Writing (optional)
	10 Sections: 3 Critical
Reading, 3 Math, 3 Writing
(incl. Essay), 1 Experimental
(not scored)

	Reading (ACT)/
Critical Reading (SAT)
	4 reading comprehension
passages, 10 questions per
passage
	Reading comprehension
passages and questions, and
sentence completion questions

	Science
	Science (analysis,
interpretation, evaluation,
basic content, and problem
solving)
	Science not included

	Math
	Math accounts for 1/4 of overall score: arithmetic, Algebra, trigonometry
geometry, trigonometry.
	Math accounts for 1/3 of overall
score: arithmetic, Algebra, geometry, Algebra II

	Essay
	Last thing you do (optional);
30 minutes
•    Not included in composite
score
	First thing you do; 25 minutes
*    Factored into overall score

	Scoring
	Total composite score of 1-36 (based on average of 4 tests) •
4 scores of 1-36 for each test
•
Score of 0-12 for the
optional Essay
	Total score out of 2400
•
3 scores 200-800 for each
section
•
2 sub-scores: 20-80 for
Writing multiple choice and 0-
12 for the Essay

	Wrong Answer Penalty
	No wrong answer penalty
	Yes, % point per wrong answer
(except for Math Grid-in
questions)

	Test Contact Information,
practice tests and study info
	ACT, Inc.
(319)337-1000
www.ACT.orq
	College Board
1-866-756-7346
www.colleqeboard.com


