SENIOR YEAR COLLEGE PLANNING GUIDE
SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST 
AUGUST
FOR GRADUATION:
□
Review your GRADUATION status according to the WCS/MMC Graduation Requirements.
□     Talk to your counselor about possibilities for concurrent enrollment (taking college-credit courses while you're still in high school.) Continue to take appropriate classes to enhance your post-secondary plans.  Colleges like to see as many solid classes as possible on your transcript, and they do look at senior grades!  Have you taken your 2 years of foreign language yet?
□     Attend class every day, do your homework and KEEP STUDYING!
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
□     Gather or request post-secondary or specialty school information.
□     Make a list of 5-10 schools you are interested in attending and for which you would meet the entrance requirements.
□
Download or send for college applications at the college web sites. Get applications for housing and financial aid at the same time, (if you cannot afford application or test fees, a counselor can help you request a fee waiver.)

□    Create a master calendar of deadlines. Include
-    college applications
-    test registrations and test dates
-    scholarship applications,
-    housing deadlines
-    financial deadlines .
□    If military-bound, make appropriate contacts. (Check your selective service status for financial aid
purposes).  
□    REGISTER NOW, if you have not already, to take the SAT and/or ACT.
FOR FINANCIAL AID:
□    Attend financial aid workshops when available.
□    Download or send for scholarship applications. Make note of their deadlines.
□
Some colleges require the CSS/PROFILE, a supplemental financial aid form in addition to the FAFSA. 

□
Find out if your schools will need this.
□
Save your money! It's a good idea to start planning for those unexpected costs of college.
SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST 
SEPTEMBER
FOR GRADUATION:
□ 
Make an appointment with your counselor to talk about college plans and to make sure your high school transcripts and records are up-to-date.
□
    KEEP STUDYING!
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
□

Become familiar with the application process for your schools of choice.
□ 
Make sure you meet the requirements (including any transcript requirements) for all the colleges to which you want to apply. Double-check their deadlines.
□ 
Get started on applications right away if you plan to apply through an early decision or early action program. (Deadlines for early applications tend to fall in October or November.)
□

If you have not had your ACT/SAT scores sent to the colleges to which you are applying, be sure 


to contact the appropriate testing agency.
□ 

Ask for letters of recommendation from teachers, coaches, and school staff.
        Provide them with a list of your activities/accomplishments 
·     Begin your essays for college applications and scholarships. Have someone proofread them.
·     Update your resume - list of accomplishments, involvements, and work experiences 
        - with senior year activities. This resume will help you to complete applications and essays.
·     Attend college fairs and financial aid workshops.
FOR FINANCIAL AID:
□     Request any specific financial aid forms your college may use in addition to the CSS Profile and   

FAFSA.
□
Read Cousino’s scholarship bulletin in the counseling office to determine if there are any scholarships you should apply for.
SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST 
OCTOBER
IN GENERAL OR FOR GRADUATION:
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
□   
Try to finalize your college choices.
□     Prepare Early Decision, Early Action or rolling admissions applications as soon as possible.
□   
Ask your school counselor or teacher for a recommendation if you need one. Give each
teacher or school counselor a resume and/or outline of your academic record and extra-
curricular activities. 
□   
If you're submitting essays, write first drafts and ask teachers and others to read them. If you're
applying for Early Decision, finish the essays for that application now.
□
If you have not had your ACT/SAT scores sent to the college to which you are applying, be sure to contact the appropriate testing agency.
□   
Make a final list of schools that interest you and keep a file of deadlines and required admissions items for each school. You should have a list of at least 3 schools that you are applying to.
□  
Get started on any essays to be included with your applications. Give your essays to others
(teachers, advisors, parents, and/or friends) for feedback.
· Pinpoint your career options if possible.
□   
Register with Selective Service if you are a male who will be 18 at the time you complete the
FAFSA.
FOR FINANCIAL AID:
       □    Seek out any local scholarships. Your school counselor may be able to assist with this.
□
 Register and complete the CSS/Profile, one month before a college/universities' priority filing date if the  

        school requires it. Call or register on-line at www.colleqeboard.com.
 □     If you are applying for early decision or early action, fill out a supplemental aid application (if
required) using estimate income figures.
□     Read Cousino’s scholarship bulletin in the counseling office to determine if there are any scholarships you should apply for.
SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST 
NOVEMBER
FOR GRADUATION:
□
Keep Studying!
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
· Nov. 1-15: For Early Decision admissions, colleges may require test scores and applications between these dates.
· Submit your college admission applications . Be sure to check them over thoroughly! Having someone else review your application with you can help you catch any errors.
· Applications should be mailed as early as possible for college with rolling deadlines (admissions decisions are made as applications are received.)
If your college wants to see seventh semester grades, be sure to give the form to your counselor.
□   Complete at least three college application by Thanksgiving.    
□   Request that Counselors/Registrars send transcripts to colleges. Give counselors the proper forms at least two weeks before colleges require them.
□   Follow-up with teachers to ensure that letters of recommendation are sent on time to meet
application deadlines.
FOR FINANCIAL AID:
□   
Be sure to consult with your school counselor about scholarship opportunities.   Not all scholarships       

are for top students and athletes. There may be a perfect scholarship for you - it's worth doing a little    research.
□
Work on your scholarship applications, and mail according to deadlines.
□   
Check with the financial aid office of schools you are applying to for specific information on scholarships and costs for tuition, fees, room & board, and any additional financial aid information they require.
□     Request a Department of Education PIN. The PIN serves as an electronic signature for FAFSA  on the Web and significantly reduces processing time.
□
Visit PROFILE Online if you are applying for regular decision admission and for financial aid; it is not too early to submit the PROFILE application.
□     Read Cousino’s scholarship bulletin in the counseling office to determine if there are any scholarships you should apply for.
SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST
DECEMBER 
FOR GRADUATION:
□
Re-check your graduation status.
□   
Finish the semester strong!
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
· Watch your mailbox if you submitted an early decision application. Early decision replies
usually arrive between December 1 and 31. If you do get an acceptance, you should withdraw
any other applications.
· Try to finish all applications before winter break.
□   
If you haven't already done so, make sure your official test scores are being sent to the colleges
to which you are applying.
□     Take SAT Subject Test, if required for admissions to post-secondary school.
· Become familiar with resume writing,
· Start thinking about how you're going to spend your summer. Summer is a great time to earn
extra money and gain work experience. Seek out  internships and start researching the summer job market in your area.
FOR FINANCIAL AID:
□
Apply for scholarships in time to meet application deadlines.
□   
Get a FAFSA from the school counseling office before winter vacation begins or go online to
visit the FAFSA website.
□
Start gathering the documents you'll need to fill out the FAFSA. They're listed on the FAFSA
website.
□   
Review any early decision and early action responses. If you are admitted to your early
decision school and you have applied for financial aid you should also receive a financial aid
award. Some early action programs may admit you but not send a financial aid award notice
until later in the spring. Check the college's literature for more information.
□
Read the award letter carefully. Some require you to submit a written acceptance. Make sure you understand the terms and conditions of the award before making a final decision. Contact the college's financial aid office if you have questions.
□
Read Cousino’s scholarship bulletin in the counseling office to determine if there are any scholarships you should apply for.

□
Financial aid presentations made to students in class by counseling department.
SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST
JANUARY
FOR GRADUATION:
□
Study hard for semester final exams!
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
· If you apply to colleges online, be sure to have your high school send a transcript.
· Early decision and early application responses arrive this month.
□  
Observe deadlines for admissions, financial aid, testing and housing deposits.
□
If you don't already have a good computer, investigate purchasing one for college. You or your parents can subsidize the cost of a computer for college in your student loans.
□ 
Contact the admissions office of the colleges to which you have applied to make sure that your information has been received and that they have everything they need from you.
□
Begin to organize your job search, if appropriate.
FOR FINANCIAL AID
□     Prepare your tax return (if applicable), and make sure your parents prepare theirs, as early as possible, since you need income and asset figures from the returns to complete the FAFSA. It is not necessary to submit your tax return to the IRS before submitting the FAFSA.
□
 If you have not already, request a Department of Education PIN. Complete the FAFSA online. The earlier  you do this, the better. Government financial aid is first come, first served!
□     Complete the pre-application worksheet if you are submitting the FAFSA online. It is designed to help your family organize your financial information for FAFSA.
□
Start filling out the PROFILE application for colleges that require it as soon as possible to meet February priority deadlines. 
□
Complete the institutional financial aid application for each college if one is required.
□
Read Cousino’s scholarship bulletin in the counseling office to determine if there are any scholarships you should apply for.

□
Financial Aid Night held at Cousino to learn more about the college financial aid process.

□
If you are awarded any scholarships, please notify the counseling office of your award.

SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST
FEBRUARY
FOR GRADUATION:
□    Stay focused and maintain good grades; keep on track for graduation.   No senioritis! Accepting colleges do look at second-semester senior grades.
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
□
Sign up for any AP exams you may be taking this May. 
□  
Contact your counselor/AP coordinator about details and payment.
FOR FINANCIAL AID:
□     Check your selective status for financial aid purposes.
· If you completed the FAFSA, you should receive your Student Aid Report (SAR) within two to four weeks. The EFC figure is printed on the front page at the upper right-hand corner. Make the necessary corrections and return it to the FAFSA processor immediately.
· If you provided your e-mail address on the FAFSA, you will be sent a link to an electronic version of your SAR. Make corrections to the SAR online at FAFSA on the Web.
· Complete your scholarship applications.
□  
Contact the financial aid office of the colleges to which you have applied to make sure that your information has been received and that they have everything they need from you.
□
Observe deposit deadlines for post-secondary schools.
□     Participate in activities, such as financial and information nights, scheduled by your high school or local colleges to celebrate Financial Aid Awareness Month. These activities help you learn more about how financial aid eligibility is determined.
□     Make sure to submit your applications and meet the priority deadlines for PROFILE in early to mid-February. Applications received by the priority deadline are given the highest consideration.
□
Read Cousino’s scholarship bulletin in the counseling office to determine if there are any scholarships you should apply for.

□
If you are awarded any scholarships, please notify the counseling office of your award.

SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST
MARCH
FOR GRADUATION:
□    Check with your Advisor or School Counselor for any items specific to your school.
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
□   
Keep active in school. If you are wait-listed, the college will want to know what you have accomplished between the time you applied and the time you learned of its decision.
□  
Some admissions decisions arrive this month. Read each letter carefully, and take note of all reply deadlines.
□   
Start looking for summer jobs or paid internships.
FOR FINANCIAL AID:
□   
See if there is an asterisk next to the EFC figure on your SAR. If there is, your FAFSA was chosen for a routine process known as "verification." During verification, the information you submitted is checked against copies of signed tax returns. Be sure to submit all requested documentation to the financial aid office in a timely fashion.
□
Read Cousino’s scholarship bulletin in the counseling office to determine if there are any scholarships you should apply for.

□
If you are awarded any scholarships, please notify the counseling office of your award.

SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST
APRIL
IN GENERAL AND FOR GRADUATION:
□   Keep working hard – senIoritis is just an excuse!!
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
□
Hit the books for next month's AP Exams. Your AP scores determine how much college credit is granted. College credit for AP Exams can mean big savings.
□   
Most admissions decisions and financial aid award letters arrive this month. Read each letter carefully, and take note of all reply deadlines.
□   
You should make a final decision and mail the enrollment form and deposit check to the school you have selected. Check with your institution the deadline is usually around May 1.
□  
Notify other colleges who have accepted you that you will not be attending to free up the space for another student.
□   
Notify your counselor of your choice as soon as you decide which college you will be attending.
□
If you are on a waiting list, contact the admissions office and communicate continued interest in the college. You should update them on your spring semester grades and activities, and request next steps.
□  
Verify your housing situation with your college.
□
Make your reservation for orientation and registration.
□   
Send thank you letters to everyone who helped you.   Inform them what school you will be
attending.
FOR FINANCIAL AID:
□   
Compare your financial packages from schools to see which one is going to be the best deal for you.
· Consider meeting with financial aid staff members to discuss your situation if your full need has not been met, or if your family's financial circumstances have changed.
· Check the housing deadlines, deposits and refund procedures. Make deposits where
necessary to put a hold on dorm space. If you haven't decided which college to attend yet, only send those deposits that are refundable.
□
Read Cousino’s scholarship bulletin in the counseling office to determine if there are any scholarships you should apply for.

· If you are awarded any scholarships, please notify the counseling office of your award.

SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST
MAY
FOR GRADUATION:
□
The end is near! Stay focused! Your grades still count!
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
□
Take AP Exams. Make sure scores are sent to your college.
□ 
You should have made a final decision and mailed the enrollment form and deposit check to the school you have selected.

FOR FINANCIAL AID:
· Review your financial aid package. If it includes student loans, your college will send you instructions about the loan application process. You need to complete and sign the Master Promissory Note (MPN) to receive your Stafford Loan.
· Check to make sure that you have completed all forms correctly and met all deadlines so that financial aid funds will be credited to your student account before the beginning of the semester.
□
Work with a counselor to resolve any admissions or financial aid problems.
□
Read Cousino’s scholarship bulletin in the counseling office to determine if there are any scholarships you should apply for.

□
If you are awarded any scholarships, please notify the counseling office of your award.

SENIOR YEAR TO DO LIST
FOR JUNE
FOR GRADUATION:
□
Study for final exams and get ready to graduate!!
FOR POST-SECONDARY:
· If you will be competing in Division I or Division II college sports, request your
counselor/registrar to send a copy of the final transcript to the NCAA Initial Eligibility Clearinghouse.
· Finalize your housing and meal plans.
· Request that an official transcript be sent to the college you will be attending.
□    If you have not already, sign up for the college's orientation and registration.
□
See your doctor for a physical, and any necessary vaccinations.
FOR FINANCIAL AID:
□    Create a budget to determine your needs.
□    Apply for a summer job. If your financial aid package includes work study, you may be
       responsible for finding a job at the college.


